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materially, but would lend them its moral support; that it
could not investigate mere rumours concerning secret
projects alleged to be entertained by Prussia and Austria;
and that the best thing to do would be to convoke a Con-
ference. When Prussia (May 15) repudiated the London
Protocol, Russia did not protest, but let that Convention
drop, and declared herself ready to forego her own claims
upon Holstein and Oldenburg. Later on, 1866, when the
Austro-Prussian war was on the point of breaking out,
Benedetti wrote (April 10) to Drouyn de 1'Huys: "Whilst
upon the subject of Russia, permit me to remark that for a
long time past I have observed, not without astonishment,
the indifference displayed by Russia from the very first to
Prussia's pretensions and to the probability of a collision
between the two German Powers, as well as the confidence
evinced by M. de Bismarck with respect to the attitude and
intentions of the Northern Empire," As the dangers of
war became more imminent the Czar put forward representa-
tions in favour of peace at Vienna and Berlin alike, but
without attempting any interference in the questions at
issue. Russia subsequently joined France and England in
inviting Prussia and Austria to attend a Conference in Paris
for the purpose of arranging their differences; but Vienna
advanced stipulations that were inadmissible, and the war
commenced. Whilst it was still going on, early in August,
the King's General aide-de-camp, von Manteuffel, went to
Petersburg on a special mission, with the object of con-
fidentially explaining the Prussian Government's views and
resolves to the Czar, in relation to certain Princely Houses
in Germany with which His Russian Majesty was connected
by family ties. His explanations must have proved satis-
factory ; for Russia offered no opposition to the settlement
of German affairs subsequently effected by Prussia. For